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SUBJECT: TOMBAO PROJECT 

REF: 76 OUAGADOUGOU 3712 

1 . ON FEBRUARY 7, EMMANUEL ZOMA, MINISTER OF COMMERCE, INDUSTRY 
AND MINES, AND TITULAR HEAD OF THE TOMBAO MINING COMPANY (SOMITAM), 
HELD A PRESS CONFERENCE TO DISCUSS THE CONFERENCE OF TAMBAO PROJECT 
DONORS HELD IN BRUSSELS ON JANUARY 20 & 21, AND THE CURRENT STATUS 
OF THE PROJECT. 

2. A REEVALUATION OF THE MANGANESE DEPOSIT IS SCHEDULED TO BE 
COMPLETED BY MARCH 31, 1977. THE PRIVATE COMPANIES PARTICIPATSNG 
IN SOMITAM WILL STUDY THIS REPORT, AND HAVE "CONFIRMED THEIR 
DETERMINATION" TO DECIDE BY JUNE 1977 AT THE LATEST, WHETHER TO 
COMMIT THEMSELVES TO THE PROJECT. IF THEIR DECISION IS AFFIRMATIVE, 
RAILROAD CONSTRUCTION SHOULD BEGIN IN SEPTEMBER 1977. 

3. ZOMA SAID THAT WHILE CURRENT DONOR PLEDGES WERE NOT 
SUFFICIENT. UPPER VOLTA " HAS TAKEN UPON ITSELF THE COMPLETION 
OF THE FINANCING". PERHAPS SAUDI ARABIA AND OTHER COUNTRIES 
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WILL CONTRIBUTE FUNDS SO THAT UPPER VOLTA CAN REDEEM THIS PLEDGE. 

4. AT A DINNER HELD AT THE AMBASSADOR'S RESIDENCE ON FEBRUARY 
8 ATTENDED BY ZOMA, THE MINISTERS OF FINANCE, PUBLIC 

WORKS AND PLANNING, THE DIRECTOR OF THE GOUVS TOMBAO OFFICE, 

AND SAUDI ARABIA'S REPRESENTATIVE TO THE ENTENTE COUNTRIES, 

MR. AL-RACHACH.SZOMA REVEALED THAT THE RAILROAD COMPANY, 
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RAN, HAS AGREED TO REDUCE ITS FEE FOR TRANSPORTING ORE FROM 
THE MINE SITE TO THE PORT OF ABIDJAN FROM EIGHTEEN OR TWENTY 
DOLLARS PER DON TO ABOUT FOURTEEN AND A HALF DOLLARS. 

GRAHAM 
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